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J. Willingham, on the Southern Foreign Board ; and many other men 
equally well qualified for their tasks. 

It is remarkable how much information has been compressed within 
the limits of 456 closely printed pages. Among so many excellent 
articles it is difficult to select a few for special notice. 

The editor's introductory "Survey of Baptist History to 1801 " is 
a concise treatment of eighteen centuries in as many pages. 

The articles on " The American Baptist Newspaper," by Dr. 
Conant, of the Examiner, and Dr. Eaton, of the Western Recorder, are 
interesting and suggestive. The chapters on foreign Baptists — Cana- 
dian, English, continental, and Australian — are especially valuable. 

Dr. Newman has rendered a great service to his denomination in 
preparing this volume. Furthermore, he has made a valuable contri- 
bution to that large literature now forming which (in the words of Dr. 
G. A. Gordon) seeks " to discover and announce the chief significance 
for faith of the nineteenth century." 

Geo. E. Burlingame. 

The University of Chicago. 

A History of American Baptist Missions. By Edmund F. 
Merriam. Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication 
Society, 1901. Pp.261. $1.25. 

In 1849 Professor Gammell, of Brown University, wrote a history 
of American Baptist missions. His work covered only thirty-five 
years, and was, of course, largely an account of pioneer work, but 
including, as it did, a narrative of the struggles and sufferings of the 
first missionaries in forcing their way into heathen lands, and of their 
first successes, and also of the cooperation of their brethren at home 
in the formation of missionary societies and providing their support, 
it was of thrilling interest. 

During the succeeding half-century a vast amount of missionary 
history has been made, but no condensed and connected record has 
been given of it to the public till the appearance of this volume. A 
few figures will give a hint of what has been accomplished. In 1849 
the Union had, outside of America, eighty missionaries, male and 
female, and 8,646 members in missionary churches; while in 1900 it 
had 585 missionaries, besides thousands of native helpers, and 217,100 
members in its churches. 

The author has had access to all the reliable sources of information, 
especially the files of the American Baptist Missionary Magazine and the 
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letters of missionaries on the field, so that entire confidence may be 
placed in his statements. The chapter on " Civilization and Baptist 
Missions," in which he shows the indebtedness of civilization to mis- 
sions for geography, science, languages, literature, education, social 
improvement, and commerce, is deeply interesting and significant. To 
have condensed the history of so great and so varied a work into a 
volume of readable size — to have given, in fact, the very cream of the 
history, and to have made it, as he has, not a mere skeleton or epitome, 
but a work of thrilling interest, is an achievement worthy of any his- 
torian. The day is not far in the future when it will be recognized that 
the most influential force in the world's history during the nineteenth 
century was the work of Christian missionaries. 

Every Christian denomination ought to have a history of its mis- 
sions similar to this, and a Christian pastor could do no more valuable 
service than to secure the reading of such a book by every member of 
his congregation. 

We cannot but wish that the author had indicated, by footnotes, 
where his readers might find fuller details respecting the interesting 
events mentioned in the history. 

N. S. Burton. 

Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Die katholische Lehre vom Ablass vor und nach dem Auf- 
treten Luthers. Von Anton Kurtz. Paderborn : Ferdi- 
nand Schoningh, 1900. Pp. 308. M. 6. 

This year Pope Leo XIII. has granted to the world "the extraordi- 
nary graces, privileges, arid plenary indulgence of a jubilee." A book, 
then, which, like the present, treats of indulgences, and especially of 
jubilee indulgences, is attractively seasonable. 

A twofold mental movement evidently impelled this publication. 
The author, as a historian feeling the modern tolerance which treats 
with leniency the villains of the populace, wished to vindicate some- 
what from long-continued odium that disreputable Dominican, Johann 
Tetzel. As an ecclesiastic, too, jealous for his church's invariability in 
doctrine, he wished to remove an opinion, general both among Protes- 
tants and Catholics, that, in the exercise of a commendable mobility, 
and in consideration of the gradual rise of ethical standards among its 
adherents, his communion had tacitly withdrawn from the extravagant 
positions regarding indulgences on which Luther warred. To do this 



